
VISUAL ART QUESTIONS FOR MANCHESTER TEAM SELECTION FOR UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE 2022/2023 

1. Which 1931 painting, perhaps the most famous work by Salvador Dali, features a distorted face in the 

foreground, a pocket watch covered with ants, and some melting clocks, one of which is draped over a tree 

branch? 

2. What name is more commonly given to the 1642 painting by Rembrandt whose full title is Militia Company 

of District II under the Command of Captain Frans Banninck Cocq, its more common name deriving from the 

fact that it was once coated in a very dark varnish? 

3. Which artist, born in Rome in 1593, responded to her abuse by various males in the artistic community with 

the powerful Judith Beheading Holofernes, her other works including Susanna and the Elders and Self Portrait 

as the Allegory of Painting? 

4. What is the title of the sculpture by Auguste Rodin, first conceived in 1880 and created as part of a 

commission by the Museum of Decorative Arts in Paris, which depicts a man sitting with his hand on his chin? 

5. Which architect, born in 1887 and associated with the International Style, designed the Roman Catholic 

chapel Notre Dame du Haut in Ronchamp, and claimed 'a house is a machine for living in' in his book Vers une 

architecture, translated into English as Towards a New Architecture? 

6. Which artist, born in 1746, sought to commemorate Spanish resistance to Napoleon's armies in his painting 

The Third of May, 1808, and in later life painted dark scenes like Saturn Devouring His Son for his Black 

Paintings? 

7. Which architect, born in Baghdad in 1950, designed the London Aquatics Centre for the 2012 Olympics and 

in 2016 became the first woman to be individually awarded the Royal Gold Medal from the Royal Institute of 

British Architects? 

8. Which Flemish artist, born in 1577, painted an equestrian portrait of the Duke of Lerma and a work on the 

much-depicted religious theme of the Descent from the Cross, but is perhaps best known for his voluptuous 

nudes? 

9. The paintings of which artist, born in the Netherlands between 1525 and 1530, include Peasant Wedding, 

The Hunters in The Snow and Landscape With The Fall of Icarus? 

10. Which US artist, born in 1887, has been recognised as the 'Mother of American Modernism', her paintings 

including Black Iris, From the White Place and Blue, Black, and Grey, and common subjects of her work 

including flowers and the landscape of New Mexico? 

11. The Venus of Urbino is a work of the 1530s by which Italian painter, depicting a nude young woman, 

traditionally identified with the goddess Venus, reclining on a couch or bed in the sumptuous surroundings of a 

Renaissance palace? 

12. Albrecht Durer famously produced a 1515 woodcut of the Indian form of which animal despite never 

having seen one? The woodcut was produced from a description by a friend who had seen this animal in 

Lisbon after it was presented to King Manuel I by explorer Afonso de Albuquerque. 

13. The works of which Chinese-American architect, who died in 2019 at the age of 102, include the Bank of 

China Tower and the glass pyramid which covers the underground entrance to The Louvre? 

14. Which Mexican artist, who was severely injured in a bus accident in 1925, painted numerous surrealistic 

self-portraits, in most of which she depicts her face as mask-like but surrounded by visual cues which allow the 

viewer to decipher deeper meanings for it? 

15. Which 1889 painting, perhaps the most famous by Vincent Van Gogh, shows the town of Saint-Remy 

beneath blue and yellow swirls, with a tree reaching near the top of the painting on the left, and many bright 

objects in the sky, including the moon? 



16. Which painting of the 1480s by Sandro Botticelli depicts the titular Roman goddess clutching her blonde 

hair and standing on a shell as she emerges from sea-foam? 

17. Which caption (in either the original French or the five-word English translation) appears on René 

Magritte's 1929 painting La Trahison des images (The Treachery of Images), a depiction of a single item? 

18. Which impressionist artist, born in Pennsylvania in 1844, lived most of her life in France, and is best known 

for her mother and child portraits such as 1891's The Bath? 

19. Which triptych oil painting by Hieronymus Bosch, dating from between 1490 and 1510, has a left panel 

which shows the creation of man, a right panel depicting the horrors of hell, and a centre panel depicting the 

title entity, a paradise filled with extravagance? 

20. The most famous work by the artist Katsushika Hokusai, born in around 1760, appears in his woodblock 

print series Thirty-Six Views of Mount Fuji and depicts a great wave off the coast of which titular Japanese 

prefecture? 


