
SOCIAL SCIENCE QUESTIONS FOR MANCHESTER TEAM SELECTION FOR UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE 2022/2023 

1. Which British philosopher, who wrote the 1905 paper 'On Denoting' and co-wrote with A.N. Whitehead the 

three-volume Principia Mathematica published between 1910 and 1913, gave his name to a paradox 

concerning the set of all sets that are not members of themselves? 

2. In which 1651 work did the political philosopher Thomas Hobbes state, among other things, that without 

any sort of authority man would be in the state of nature, in which life was 'solitary, poore, nasty, brutish, and 

short'? 

3. Which early British feminist, in works such as Thoughts on the Education of Daughters in 1787 and A 

Vindication of the Rights of Woman in 1792, argued that, if women were given a rational education, they 

would be equal in stature to men? 

4. Which school of philosophy, which proposes that the best solution to any problem is the one which amounts 

to the greatest good for the greatest number of people, was formulated by Jeremy Bentham and gives its 

name to an 1863 book by John Stuart Mill which discusses it? 

5. Which French thinker, who died at the age of 100 in 2009, founded structural anthropology and included 

books titled The Raw and the Cooked and From Honey to Ashes in his larger work Mythologiques? 

6. Which 1776 work by Adam Smith argues against international tariffs and the mercantilist system of a state 

holding large sums of gold, and in favour of laissez-faire economics, positing an 'invisible hand' that rules the 

market? 

7. Which work by Immanuel Kant, published in its second edition in 1787, differentiated a priori knowledge 

from a posteriori knowledge and contains the Transcendental Doctrine of Elements and the Transcendental 

Doctrine of Method? 

8. Which political philosopher analysed Nazi Germany and the USSR in her 1951 book The Origins of 

Totalitarianism and coined the phrase 'banality of evil' in her 1963 book Eichmann in Jerusalem? 

9. The linguist Noam Chomsky created which five-word sentence, which frequently appears in his works to 

illustrate the difference between syntax and semantics, as an example of a phrase that, despite making no 

clear sense, is still grammatically correct? 

10. Which French philosopher wrote the 1949 book The Second Sex, in which she wrote that men define 

women as the 'other' sex, an incomplete and flawed version of themselves? 

11. What six-letter French term did the sociologist Emile Durkheim create for a state of purposelessness and 

alienation resulting from the absence of societal norms? 

12. Which Russian-American writer and philosopher, born in 1905, is known for her novels such as The 

Fountainhead in 1943 and Atlas Shrugged in 1957, and for developing a philosophical system she named 

Objectivism which has been a significant influence on some libertarians and conservatives? 

13. Which school of philosophy, founded by Zeno of Citium in the early third century BCE, held that virtue 

alone was enough for happiness and advocated the control of emotions like anger and fear, a noteworthy 

adherent of the philosophy being the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, who put forth his ideas on it in his 

Meditations? 

14. The opening chapter of which work by the Scottish anthropologist Sir James George Frazer, first published 

in 1890, tells of a ritual in which a slave who broke a branch off a certain tree could fight the priest and, if 

victorious, become the new 'King of the Wood'? 

15. Which landmark 1962 book by Rachel Carson, credited by many with starting the environmental 

movement, argued that agricultural pesticides posed significant risks to other animals and humans through 

bioaccumulation and magnification? 



16. Which 1927 work by Martin Heidegger introduced the concept of 'Dasein' or 'being-in-the-world', and 

distinguished between 'things at hand' and 'things objectively present' as modes of categorical determination? 

17. Which 1762 work by Jean-Jacques Rousseau stated that 'Man is born free, but everywhere he is in chains', 

as modern political power represses freedom, and argued that society must impose its 'general will' to enforce 

the title agreement? 

18. Which 1963 book, a key text of second-wave feminism, was written by the first president of the National 

Organization for Women, Betty Friedan, and discusses 'the problem that has no name', namely the ennui and 

dissatisfaction of the suburban housewife in the mid-twentieth century? 

19. Which massive treatise, whose first volume was published in 1867 while the other two appeared 

posthumously in 1885 and 1894, asserted in its first section that a certain system finds inherent value in goods 

rather than in the labor that produces them, and in its third section introduced the theory of surplus value? 

20. The most famous work by anthropologist Margaret Mead was which 1928 book that discussed the 

development of adolescent girls on the island of Taʻū, that was later criticised by Derek Freeman for its 

apparent misuse of the scientific method while gathering data for the work? 


