
LITERATURE QUESTIONS FOR MANCHESTER TEAM SELECTION FOR UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE 2022/2023 

1. Which 1896 play by Anton Chekhov features the two writers Trigorin and Konstantin as well as Nina, 

Arkadina and Masha, whose response to the question "Why do you always wear black?" is "Because I'm in 

mourning for my life."? 

2. In which 1925 novel by Virginia Woolf does the title character Clarissa host a party where the guests include 

Septimus Smith, Sally Seton and Peter Walsh? 

3. Which poetry collection by Sylvia Plath, first published in 1965, includes a title poem which begins, 'Stasis in 

darkness' and ends with the image of an arrow flying into the sun, a metaphor for the speaker's early-morning 

ride on the titular horse? 

4. Okonkwo and his adoptive children, including Ezinma and Nwoye, appear in which 1958 novel by Chinua 

Achebe, whose title is taken from a line in the poem 'The Second Coming' by W.B. Yeats? 

5. Which 1981 novel won the Booker Prize that year and was subsequently awarded special prizes (in 

competition with all other Booker Prize winners) when it won the 'Booker of Booker Prize' in 1993 and the 

'Best of the Booker Prize' in 2008, its chief protagonist being the telepathic Saleem Sinai, one of the title group 

who were born at the exact moment of India's independence? 

6. In which 1879 play by Henrik Ibsen is Nora Helmer blackmailed by Krogstad after signing her father's 

signature in order to obtain enough money to pay for her husband's trip to Italy for his health? 

7. Which novel by Margaret Atwood, which won the Booker Prize in 2000, is set in the fictional Port 

Ticonderoga and narrated by Iris Chase, who discusses her marriage to Richard Griffen and her sister Laura. 

8. Which Nigerian writer, poet and playwright became in 1986 the first African to win the Nobel Prize for 

Literature, his most famous works including The Lion and the Jewel and Death and the King's Horseman? 

9. Which eleventh-century work by Lady Murasaki has been widely considered to be the world's first novel, 

and tells the story of the titular prince at the Japanese court during the Heian period? 

10. The Egyptian writer Naguib Mahfouz, who won the 1988 Nobel Prize for Literature, is probably best known 

for which series of novels, whose three parts are Palace Walk, Palace of Desire and Sugar Street? 

11. In which 1905 play by George Bernard Shaw does the munitions factory owner Andrew Undershaft 

eventually persuade his daughter (the titular character) to preach to his workers after she is disgusted by the 

donation of his 'tainted money' to the Salvation Army? 

12. In which 1859 novel by George Eliot is the title character a carpenter who falls in love with a girl named 

Hetty Sorel, who at the end of the book is spared from the death penalty by the intervention of her former 

lover Arthur Donnithorne? 

13. The novels of which South American author, born in 1942, include Eva Luna, about an eponymous 

storyteller, and The House of the Spirits, which details the life of the Trueba family spanning four generations? 

14. Which Indian writer, who became in 1913 the first non-European to win the Nobel Prize for Literature, is 

best known as the author of the collection Gitanjali as well as having written 'Jana Gana Mana' and 'Amar 

Shonar Bangla', the national anthems of India and Bangladesh respectively? 

15. Which novel by Haruki Murakami, first published in 2009-10, covers a fictionalized year of 1984 in parallel 

with a 'real' one and tells the story of how a woman named Aomame begins to notice strange changes 

occurring in the world and embarks on a journey to discover what is 'real'? 

16. Which four-word term was coined by the critic Martin Esslin in 1960 to describe a movement in drama that 

expressed the meaninglessness of life, writers associated with this genre including Samuel Beckett and Eugène 

Ionesco? 



17. The title character of which 1987 novel by Toni Morrison haunts her mother Sethe's house at 124 

Bluestone Road, after having been killed by Sethe (to save her from a life of slavery) while on the run from 

Schoolteacher's slave catchers? 

18. Which 1818 novel by Jane Austen focuses on the life of Anne Elliot, whose cousin William Elliot plans to 

marry her to secure her family's estate at Kellynch Hall, only for her to discover his selfish motives and marry 

Captain Frederick Wentworth instead? 

19. The lines 'The stillness round my form / Was like the stillness in the air' appear in which poem by Emily 

Dickinson, usually given an eight-word title that comprises the first line of the poem, which mentions the title 

insect's sound? 

20. What is the title of the 2015 novel by Harper Lee, published fifty-five years after her first and only other 

published novel To Kill a Mockingbird, which sees the earlier novel's character Scout Finch visit her hometown 

Maycomb, Alabama as a 26-year-old? 

 


