
HISTORY QUESTIONS FOR MANCHESTER TEAM SELECTION FOR UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE 2022/2023 

1. Which Egyptian queen of the fourteenth century BCE was the wife of the Pharaoh Akhenaten, and is 

believed by some scholars to have reigned briefly in her own right after her husband's death? 

2. In 1854, events of which battle of the Crimean War included the 'Thin Red Line', in which around 500 men of 

the 93rd (Sutherland Highlanders) fired at the Russian cavalry, and the disastrous Charge of the Light Brigade? 

3. Which emperor, the son of Selim the Grim and the most renowned of all the Ottoman Emperors, defeated 

Hungary at the Battle of Mohacs in 1526 and besieged Vienna in 1529? 

4. In which city in Alabama did a 381-day bus boycott take place in 1955 and 1956, which began when Rosa 

Parks rejected an order from a driver of a segregated bus to give up her seat in favour of a white passenger? 

5. Which city, the westernmost city of modern-day Germany, was the coronation site for many German 

monarchs in the Middle Ages, having become the focus of Charlemagne's court and the political centre of his 

empire around 800? 

6. Which empire in West Africa was founded by Sundiata Keita in around 1235 and became renowned for the 

wealth of its rulers, especially Mansa Musa (Musa Keita), before collapsing by the early 1600s? 

7. The Battle of Tsushima Strait occurred during which war of the early twentieth century, which saw the two 

namesake countries fight over Korea and Manchuria, and which was ended with the Treaty of Portsmouth? 

8. Which war, which was fought over religious tensions, started with the Second Defenestration of Prague, 

featured battles at White Mountain and Lützen, and was ended by the Treaty of Westphalia? 

9. By what name is the man born in c.1158 as Temüjin best known, who founded the Mongol Empire in around 

1200 and whose military campaigns included the defeat of the Western Xia and Jin dynasties? 

10. Which man, who issued the Cartagena Manifesto as his first major political statement in 1812, is revered in 

northern South America and known as the Liberator for his crusades for South American independence in the 

early nineteenth century? 

11. Which Marxist revolutionary movement was founded in Germany during World War I by Karl Liebknecht, 

Rosa Luxemburg, Clara Zetkin and others, and in 1918 unsuccessfully attempted an uprising against the 

Weimar Government? 

12. Which man led Egypt from 1952 to 1970 after coming to power as a leader of the Free Officers Movement 

in the Egyptian Revolution, and during his period of rule built the Aswan High Dam across the Nile and 

nationalised the Suez Canal? 

13. Article 301 of the Turkish Penal Code forbids the discussion of which genocide during World War I, whose 

aim was the system destruction of a certain ethnic group of the Caucasus? 

14. In the late eighteenth century, the First Partition of Poland, in which Russia gained 92,000 square 

kilometres of land and 1,300,000 people, took place during the reign of which Russian ruler of German 

descent, who had come to the throne after a coup against Peter III? 

15. Which man, who gave a speech entitled 'The light has gone out of our lives' after the assassination of 

Mahatma Gandhi, was the first Prime Minister of India from 1947 until his death in 1964, with his daughter 

Indira Gandhi becoming the first female Prime Minister of India two years later? 

16. The American Revolution was nearly lost until the 1776 Battle of Trenton, when George Washington 

famously crossed which river to catch a detachment of British-allied Hessian soldiers off-guard? 

17. What was the name of the trading alliance among cities along the Baltic and North Sea coasts, active 

between the thirteenth and seventeenth centuries, which was centered on the cities of Lübeck and Hamburg? 



18. Which woman became Africa's first elected female head of state in 2005 when she defeated George Weah 

to become president of Liberia? 

19. Which woman was the only female emperor of China to rule in her own right, and the only ruler of the 

Zhou Dynasty, her reign from 690 to 705 interrupting the rule of the Tang Dynasty? 

20. During the Hundred Years' War, a battle of 1429 in which English forces commanded by the Earl of Suffolk, 

the Earl of Salisbury and John Talbot were defeated by French forces including Joan of Arc resulted in the 

lifting of the siege of which city on the Loire River? 


