
GEOGRAPHY QUESTIONS FOR MANCHESTER TEAM SELECTION FOR UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE 2022/2023 

1. Which country, which gained independence from Belgium in 1960, was known from 1971 to 1997 as Zaire 

when it was a one-party totalitarian dictatorship? 

2. Which river, the longest in Europe, is connected by a canal to the Don River and hence to the Black Sea, 

flows past cities including Nizhny Novgorod and Astrakhan, and empties into the Caspian Sea? 

3. Which South American mountain range, the longest continental range in the world, reaches as far north as 

Merida in Venezuela and as far south as Mount Aconcagua in Argentina? 

4. Which region, best known in the West for its exported wool, lies near the headwaters of the Indus River and 

is paired with Jammu as an Indian-administered state, although Pakistan also claims it? 

5. The Cyclades and Dodecanese island groups are to be found in which sea east of Greece, whose other 

islands include the Sporades, Lesbos and Euboea? 

6. In which country would you find the Flevopolder, the largest artificial island in the world, which was created 

by land reclamation, its northeastern part being drained in 1955 and the remainder in 1968? 

7. Which river rises at the junction of the Alaknanda and Bhagirathi in Uttar Pradesh, and receives the Yamuna 

before joining the Meghan to flow into the Bay of Bengal? 

8. Which mountain range, the second longest in Europe, has its highest peaks in the Tatras of Poland and 

Slovakia and forms the Iron Gates with the Balkans on the River Danube? 

9. Which landlocked country of southeastern Africa makes use of both the Zambezi River to its north and the 

Limpopo River to its south to define its borders? 

10. What is the name of the peninsula comprising most of Denmark, which separates the Baltic Sea from the 

North Sea and is connected to Germany in the south? 

11. Which island chain of western Alaska, which marks the southern edge of the Bering Sea, has subgroups 

which include the Near, Rat, Fox and Andreanof Islands? 

12. Which river, the third-longest in South America, flows through the Llano plains region from its source in the 

Sierra Parima mountains on the border between Brazil and Venezuela and has a name derived from the Warao 

term for 'a place to paddle'? 

13. Which mountain, one of the last Alpine peaks to remain unclimbed until the first successful ascent in 1865, 

is also known by the name Monte Cervino and Mont Cervin, and overlooks the city of Zermatt on the border 

between Switzerland and Italy? 

14. Which archipelago off the west coast of South America, whose islands include Isabela, San Cristóbal and 

Santa Cruz, was in 1978 designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site and reserve for its endemic species such as 

the giant tortoise and marine iguana? 

15. Which region of Italy, the largest by population, is in the north of the country, takes its name from a group 

of barbarians who set up a kingdom in Italy until being conquered by Charlemagne in 774, and has Milan as its 

capital and largest city? 

16. The statue of Christ the Redeemer on Mount Corcovado overlooks which South American city? 

17. Which river begins at the confluence of the Teplá and Studená and empties into the Elbe at Melník, flows 

through Prague, and is the longest river in the Czech Republic? 

18. In which African country would you find the southern portion of Lake Victoria, the wildlife-rich Gombe 

National Park and Mount Kilimanjaro? 



19. The Tien Shan Mountains separate the Taklamakan Desert from which other Asian desert, which occupies 

much of Northern China and Southern Mongolia? 

20. Which city, the third-largest in Sweden, is the capital of Skåne County and is connected to Copenhagen by 

the Öresund Bridge? 


