
A very warm hello in this 
very warm weather 
Reza Vahid Roudsari, Director of UG Education 

They say “all good things come to an end”; we said goodbye 
to our BDS and BSc OHS classes of 2018, we said farewell to our exchange 
students from Japan and USA, and we said bye bye to Dr Badri, Mr Jack and 
Dr Richmond. The month of July was full of goodbyes but at the same time 
full of success and celebration of achievements of our beloved students and 
staff. This academic year was an amazing year for me and I cannot wait for 
us to start another amazing page in our dental school’s life in September.  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Undergraduate Awards 
Ms Caroline Sales, Undergraduate Manager 

On the beautiful sunny 
Monday of 9th July, we 
celebrated the success of our 
undergraduate students at the 
graduation ceremony. The 
ceremony was opened by Prof 

Nalin Thakker. The audience and the graduates 
were addressed by our Head of School, Prof Paul 
Coulthard, who was present not only as our new 
Head of School of Medical Sciences, but also as 
a proud parent, celebrating the success of his 
daughter.  

After the graduation ceremony and the 
Hippocratic oath, our young dentists and their 
family and friends joined us at the Dentistry 
marquee, just opposite the John Ryland Library 
for food, drinks and pastries.  

“We welcomed Emma’s 
family for the first 
official awarding of 
the renamed prize” 

The Emma Jane Boyes SOMANDA BSc OHS 
Prize  
This SOMANDA prize is awarded to the 
graduating student with the highest overall 
performance throughout the 3 years of the Oral 
Health Science Programme.  

The recipient of the award was EMILY 
HANDLEY. 

The Jack Harrington Award and Medal 
The fund was established in 
2002 by Mrs Peggy 
Harrington in memory of the 
late Mr Jack Harrington, a 
graduate of the University, 
and member of the teaching 
staff from 1947 to 1984.  
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THE EMMA JANE BOYES SOMANDA BSC OHS PRIZE 
This year the BSc OHS SOMANDA prize has been renamed The 
Emma Jane Boyes SOMANDA BSc OHS Prize.  Emma Boyes 
graduated with the BSc OHS in 2008 and was the recipient of the  
BSc OHS SOMANDA Prize that year.  During Emma’s time in 
Manchester she proved to be someone to whom her fellow 
students looked for leadership and guidance and she was also 
popular with, and respected by, the departmental members of 
staff.  Sadly, Emma was diagnosed with cancer in 2015 and 
passed away in February 2017. We welcomed Emma’s family for 
the first official awarding of the renamed prize in Emma’s honour.



A prize and medal is awarded annually to the 
best all-round student at finals graduating with 
a BSc (Oral Health Science).  

The recipient of the award was HANNA ABBAS 
MOHAMMED. 

Hans Kurer Prize 
This prize is awarded by the Royal College of 

Surgeons, Faculty of General 
Dental Practitioners (UK) to a 
final year student who 
produces the best 
demonstration of a completed 
presentation case.  

This year it has been awarded to AMEENA 
AWAN who presented the best IPC case. 

Friends of the Hebrew Universities Alpha-
Omega Prize  
This prize was instituted in 1982 and is offered 
annually by the friends of the Hebrew 

University, Manchester Dental 
Section, for award by the 
University to a student 
demonstrating clinical 
excellence in the coursework 
component of the Final BDS 
Examination. 

This year it has been awarded to THOMAS 
BRADSHAW who submitted the best audit 
coursework. 

Edgar Houghton Prize in Operative Dental 
Surgery 
The prize was founded in 1960 in memory of 
the late Edgar Houghton, past President of the 
British Dental Association, an honorary graduate 
of the University, and a member of the teaching 
staff from 1919 to 1951.  

The prize is offered 
annually to undergraduate 
students registered on our 
Dentistry degree 
programme for their 
excellence in practical 
aspects of Operative 
Dentistry.   

Students present themselves for consideration of 
the prize by completing a report on the 
treatment of a case patient that they had carried 
out during any of their clinical years, which 
demonstrated their practical skills in Operative 
Dentistry. 

The recipient of the award was CHARLOTTE 
WALSH. 

BDA Prize  
This prize was instituted in 1981 by the British 
Dental Association and is 
awarded to the student 
presenting the best all-
round performance in the 
final year of the 
programme.  

The recipient of the award was JAYNA PATEL. 

The Dental Protection Society Prize 
The prize is awarded to a Final Year Student for 
the best Critical Appraisal Topic (CAT) report 
which was carried out in Year 4 of the 
programme. 

The recipients of the award were EOIN POWER 
and TOBY BEAL.    

SOMANDA Prize Oral Surgery  
The prize was established by SOMANDA in 
memory of the late John Lowry who graduated 
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from the University of 
Manchester in dentistry in 
1963 and in medicine in 1970.   

The prize is awarded for the 
highest performance in Oral 
Surgery. 

This year students presented themselves for 
consideration of the prize by giving a 10 minute 
powerpoint presentation followed by 2-3 
minutes of questions on the 
topic of “Controversies in 
Oral Surgery".    

The recipient of the award 
was OLIVER WILLEY. 

SOMANDA Fifth Year 
Academic Prize    
Is awarded to the graduate 
who has demonstrated the 
best overall performance 
over the whole of the BDS 
programme. 

This year 
the prize has 
been awarded to two students: 
HAZEL KERR AND 
MOHAMMED ISMAIL KHALIL.  

Pitt Ford Undergraduate Award    
The Pitt Ford Undergraduate Prize in 
Endodontology is awarded to a final year 
student in each dental school.  The prize 
comprises a year’s free membership of the 
British Endodontic Society and free registration 
at the BES Regional meeting during the year of 
membership. 

The prize is awarded to the undergraduate 
student presenting the best case reports of 

endodontic treatment carried 
out in years 4 and 5.  

The recipient of the award was 
DANIEL WATSON. 

100% Attendance Award  
In recognition of their dedication and 
commitment to the BDS programme, on having 

an outstanding attendance 
record of 
100% 
over the 
5 years of 
the 
course.  

The recipient of the award 
is RACHEL FITZPATRICK. 

Dr Charles H Preston 
Prize and Medal in 
Dental Surgery 

Founded in 1924, in memory 
of the late Dr Charles H Preston.  A prize 
awarded by the Senate on the results of the BDS 
Final examinations of the 
School of Dentistry.   

The name of the recipient is 
placed on the prize board on 
the 1st Floor of the Dental 
Hospital. 

The recipient of the award was MOHAMMED 
ISMAIL KHALIL. 

 4

DENTAL GAZETTE 18 JULY 2018



Exchange Programme 
Dr Neil Patel, Lead for Internationalisation 

From 2nd-13th July we 
welcomed 4 undergraduate 
students from the Henry M 
Goldman School of Dental 
Medicine Boston USA 
(accompanied by their clinical 
tutor Dr Tina Valades) and 2 

students from Nippon Dental School Japan.  

The visit forms part of our Memorandum of 
Understanding with the two dental schools 
which includes student exchange programmes, 
research collaborations and joint grant 
applications.  

The visiting students spent the two weeks 
shadowing on a range of clinics and also had a 
number of symposia  showcasing our research 
expertise.  There was also time for socials 
activities including 'Dinner with the Dean' and a 
farewell dinner in the private dining room at 
Tattu.  

Congratulations to Jenny Russ, Aneta 
Korobczuk, Niall McInnes, Nicole Wainwright, 
Lauren Smith and Helena Stanway who were 

successful in their applications for the outgoing 
student exchange.  

“Helena Stanway 
impressed the guests 
by her mesmerising 
opera 
voice” 

They will be visiting  
Boston and Japan in 
the summer. We look 
forward to hearing 
about their 
experiences after 
summer. Next year 
UG exchange trips 
have been planned for Boston, Japan, and South 
Korea. Postgraduate students will visit Barcelona 
and San Paulo.  
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BDS YEAR 2 STUDENT: 
Don’t forget you have the opportunity to take part 
in the Global Citizenship in Dentistry Programme 
run from Hong Kong School. Check your meals for 
more details.  



Rumours and Facts 
Dr Reza Vahid Roudsari, 
Director of UG Education 

Ms Caroline Sales and I went 
to London on 10th of July to 
attend a GDC workshop on 
their new inspection. There 

were representatives from almost all of the UK 
dental schools. The aim of the meeting was for 
the GDC to explain to all of the schools what to 
expect when they visit us all in the 2018-19 
academic year.  

During the meeting we also heard from our 
counterparts that the Health Education England 
(HEE) is planning to make some changes to 
their deadlines. This will affect when dental 
schools are required to inform the HEE of their 
“pass list”, which in return will have a 
significant effect on when the Finals exam are to 
be held.  
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GDC INSPECTION 
General Dental Council is planning to inspect all of 
the UK dental schools within the 2018-19 
academic year. According to the GDC this is 
because all of the dental schools were visited 
sometime between 2 to 4 years ago and therefore 
they are all due for a re-inspection. 

The nature of the inspections, however, have 
changed dramatically. The Inspections this time 
will be “thematic” and “risk-based”. This is in 
contrast to their previous comprehensive 
inspections.  

GDC will use a number of metrics to inform and 
tailor their inspection, some of which include: data 
from the annual monitoring, previous inspection 
report and progress against actions, complaint 
received about programme providers, and 
responses from the foundation trainees. The date 
of the inspection is yet to be confirmed. 

HEE NEW DEADLINE 
Health Education England is responsible for 
provision of Dental Foundation Training (DFT) in 
England. Previously the dental schools were 
required to provide their local deaneries with a list 
of their graduated students by mid July. The local 
deaneries were then responsible to liaise with 
each other nationally in order to manage the DFT 
placements. 

This year, the structure of the DFT allocations have 
changed. In June 2018 we were informed that the 
London Deanery is now responsible for all DFT 
allocations nationwide. We were also informed 
that the pass list should be handed to the Deanery 
no later than end of June 2018. This took not only 
us, but most of the other dental schools by 
surprise.  

What we know for fact is that we will be looking at 
a June deadline in the next academic year. What 
we do not know yet, however, is when in June the 
deadline might be.  

Rumours suggest a deadline in the second week 
of June and we are planning for a deadline in the 
first week of June, just to be on the safe side.  

This will have a huge impact on when the Finals 
exams are going to be held. This is a decision that 
cannot be made lightly and we are working with all 
stakeholders to come up with a logical and 
reasonable plan.    

DFT SPRING INTAKE 
While the majority of dental graduates are 
attracted to the September intake for the DFT 
posts, a number of DFT places become available 
under the umbrella of Spring Intake. 

This intake is extremely valuable to those students 
who are unable to graduate prior to June of each 
academic year.  

We have been just notified that there are plans to 
axe the Spring Intake with immediate effect.



Four Days of Lugano 
Dr Siobhan Barry, Consultant in Paediatric 
Dentistry  

I attended the 14th European 
Academy of Paediatric Dentistry 
Congress in Lugano, 
Switzerland from 20th until 
23rd June along with Carly 
Dixon, Clinical Lecturer and 

Honorary StR Paediatric Dentistry, Louise 
Bowyer, Speciality Dentist (one of our very own 
Manchester graduates), Manas Dave, 
Longitudinal Dental Trainee, Newcastle (another 
Manchester graduate), Laura Timms, Dental 

Core Trainee 2, Liverpool (Manchester Graduate 
as well), Anastasia Szalk, Final Year Dental 
Student and Urooj Iqbal, Dental Core Trainee 3, 
Manchester.  

It was an excellent scientific conference in a 
beautiful setting and everybody presented very 
well on behalf of the University of Manchester.  

Anastasia presented the results of a parent 
feedback questionnaire following our school 
visits in collaboration with the Dental Playbox 
charity and this was very well received. 
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FAIRWELL ALAN AND RAY 
We celebrated 37 years of service of Dr Ray 
Richmond and Mr Alan Jack. Dr Richmond, 
Senior Lecturer and Dental Technologist, has 
been heavily involved in teaching technical skills 
to our students. Mr Jack, Lecturer and Dental 
Technologist, has had several roles during his 
time of office, some of latest included the 
Outreach Lead and BDS Year 2 Lead.  

We all wish Alan and Ray an enjoyable 
retirement and thank them for all the love and 
care they had for our students and colleagues.   

HELLO SARAH 
Moving forward with our Dental Technology 
teaching, Ms Sarah Faulkner, Senior Dental 
Technologist, has joined the team. Sarah has 
wealth of experience in our lab on the first floor 
and has been heavily involved in teaching our 
postgraduate students as well as at the MMU. 
While Sarah’s offer letter stamp is drying, she has 
already hit the floor running with amazing ideas 
to push our teaching boundaries to match the 
needs of the 21st century dentistry. This includes 
a heavy online presence with lots of first-person-
view videos of dental laboratory procedures.  

Sarah has teamed up with Dr James Martin, 
Speciality Registrar in Restorative Dentistry, and 
has started making hours of brand new teaching 
materials.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY NHS 
Guess who has been in service more than Alan 
and Ray? Our good old NHS! And what a charm to 
see our lovely nurses with their bubbly faces 
dressed up as 1940s  chicks! 



From the Horse’s Mouth 
Dr Reza Vahid Roudsari, Director of UG 
Education  

Every month I sit at a number of committees: 
Undergraduate Programme Committee (UPC), 

Assessment and Examination 
Group (AEG), Undergraduate 
Teaching and Learning 
Committee (UTLC), and 
Divisional Leadership Team 
(DLT). Here is what you need 
to know.  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UPC 
We will witness a few changes to the BDS and BSc 
OHS year leadership. Prof Nick Grey is stepping 
down from being the BDS Year 5 lead. Prof Grey 
has been an amazing year lead for several years. 
He is stepping down to free up time to focus on 
his role as the Director of Student Experience. 
Thank you Prof Grey! I am looking forward to 
seeing all your innovative ideas coming to life.  

After a very successful BDS Year 3, Dr Neil Patel is 
stepping up to look after our BDS Year 5 students 
from September. Neil is full of energy and I have 
no doubt that he will make an amazing year lead. 

Dr Bal Pansar, who has been with us on part time 
basis has been appointed as a lecturer recently - 
many congratulations Bal - and is going to join the 
leadership team as our brand new BDS Year 3 
lead. 

Dr Anita Sengupta, Consultant Radiologist, has 
already started as our BDS Year 2 lead to replace 
Mr Alan Jack. Anita is coming from a very strong 
Basic Sciences background and therefore has the 
best of both worlds to offer to our students. Anita 
has already impressed the committee with all her 
innovative suggestions. We are looking forward to 
a very successful BDS year.  

AEG 
I am delighted to announce that Dr Carly Dixon, 
Speciality Registrar in Paediatric Dentistry, has 
started her role as the Deputy Assessment Lead, 
with an aim to slip into the full role in the very near 
future.  

We made a few changes to our assessment  
strategy in this academic year. One of the most 
significant changes was the split of the MCQ exam 
into theme-based exams. The preliminary 
feedback we have received from the students has 
been positive; both in terms of targeted feedback 
and also in terms of ease of revision should one 
fail one part of the exam. We are still waiting for 
full report to ensure this is the opinion of the 
majority of the students. 

On Wednesday 18th July, we had a very 
productive AEG meeting to discuss the changes to 
the BDS Finals exam with representatives from 
Year 4 present. After a very lengthy discussion we 
decided to keep the timing of the exam almost 
unchanged but provided intense mock Unseen 
Viva exams as early as March/April. 

The OSCEs will also spread over a few weeks.

UTLC 
We are expecting the NSS results to become 
available on 27th July.

DLT 
During the summer our Clinical Skills Facilities is 
planned to undergo a facelift operation! Engineers 
will be busy at the facilities updating the audio 
video systems. 

We have started talks to explore the feasibility of 
introducing digital dentistry into our 
undergraduate curriculum. Our NHS Trust partner 
is well ahead of the game in the negotiations. I will 
keep you posted of any further developments on 
this. 



Date for your Diary 

 10

DENTAL GAZETTE 18 JULY 2018

CLINICAL STUDY MORNING (STAFF) 
Prof Helen Worthington has organised this away morning in the Chancellors on Monday 23 July. All the 
staff are invited to attend. Refreshments and lunch are provided.  

The morning will run in three parallel panels, each panel looking at the improvements to our 
undergraduate teaching in Critical Appraisal Topics (CAT), Technical Skills teaching, and Clinical Skills 
teaching.  

Dr Phil Riley will lead the CAT panel while Ms Sarah Faulkner and Dr Mark Shupac will lead the Technical 
Skills and Clinical Skills teaching respectively. 

HAPPY NEWS 
Proud parents, Prof Paul Coulthard and Dr Frank 
Hughes celebrated the success of their daughters, 
Francesca and Chessie. Many congratulations! 

WANT TO BE IN THE NEXT GAZETTE? 
Don’t keep your success or your team’s achievements a 
secret! Let the Dental Gazette share it for you with the 
undergraduate family!   

Please send your news to reza@manchester.ac.uk. 
Three paragraphs and 4 photos are ideal. 

Just make sure your email topic reads “Dental Gazette 
News”.

mailto:reza@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:reza@manchester.ac.uk

