
This innovative new book uses historic maps and unpublished 
original plans to chart the dramatic growth and transformation of 
Manchester as it became rich on its cotton trade from the late 18th 
century, experienced periods of boom and bust through the Victorian 
period, and began its post-industrial makeover in the late twentieth 
century. It is the first history of the city seen through the eyes of its 
cartographers and their maps. 



Manchester: Mapping the city
•	 Provides a novel approach to looking at the history of the city by using a rich array of street 

maps, land surveys, architectural and engineering plans and promotional birds-eye views.

•	 It features over 100 original maps from the eighteenth to the twenty-first century, drawing on 
local archives and libraries. Many of the plans have never been published before. 

•	 Illustrates and discusses the significant events and places that have featured in Manchester’s 
history, such as Peterloo, the Ship Canal, Trafford Park, Belle Vue, Victoria Park, Coronation 
Street, the football stadiums, as well as ambitious plans such as the underground railway that 
never materialized.

•	 Tells the story of some of the influential map-makers who have surveyed Manchester.

•	 Large format and lavish full colour illustrations throughout.
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