Richard Thornton’s Endowments
Sesquicentennial Year at Burton in Lonsdale

Sesquicentennial Year 2004

The year 2004 was the 150" anniversary of the building of Burton in Lonsdale
Village Hall, above. It was converted in 1854 from a tithe barn into a Sunday School
following a public appeal in 1853 for subscriptions, which duly came from local
property owners. Principal among the benefactors was Richard Thornton (1776-
1865), who the same year endowed Burton’s Voluntary Aided Primary School,
below.
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The Thornton Legacy

Richard Thornton’s business was based first near the Southwark end of London
Bridge, originally as a hop merchant when in 1798 he was admitted as a member
of Lloyd’s [1]. However, he moved across the river in 1815 to Old Swan Wharf,
Old Swan Stairs, a little west of Fishmongers Hall. From these stairs boatmen,
mostly from across the river at Southwark, competed for rowing people up and
down river. Kept on the premises at Old Swan Wharf and shown to visitors,
including Evans [2], were models of the Schools and the Church built by the
Thorntons at Burton. Evans [2] describes meeting Richard a few months before
his death, and similarly Thomas a few months before his.

The present Church, All Saints, which is visible behind the Village Hall in the
picture, was built in 1870 by Thomas Thornton, nephew of Richard Thornton, on
the site that included several cottages, in one of which he was born. The detail
below from a contemporary painting by an unknown artist shows the group of
cottages on the south side of the green, between Hill House and the old Chapel of
Ease.




On his death in 1865, Richard’s estate was worth some three million pounds--"by far
the largest fortune of the century to that date’. In a long list of charitable bequests,
Richard left £10,000 "upon trust for maintenance of schools built at my expense in
Burton for poor children’. Thomas Thornton inherited one million pounds but
survived his uncle only by five years. These benefactions by the Thornton family are
of considerable national interest since Richard Thornton became a millionaire and in
his lifetime one of the richest men in England, earning the sobriquet "Duke of
Dantzic’ from his strategically important commercial shipping interests during the
Napoleonic wars [1, 2].

Burton Village Hall

The site of the original tithe barn was on Church land then belonging to the Dean
and Chapter of Worcester, the patrons of the parish of Thornton in Lonsdale, which

housed the mother church of the Chapel of Ease in Burton in Lonsdale. Burton
became a separate parish with its own vicar in 1866; his son, Laurence Binyon the
poet and art historian, was born in 1869 and in 1914 wrote "The Fallen’ which is read
at all Remembrance Day services. The Sunday School replaced the "very incommodi-
ous and disagreeable’ barn premises in the yard of the Black Bull Inn (now Bull
Farmhouse) which had been in use since before 1831.

The Village Hall originally was used not only as a Sunday School but also as a day
school for the under 6 year olds, who were too young for normal school. At its
opening in January 1854 the Endowed School was intended for 46 boys and 46 girls,
then the village population was over 700 with active potteries and textile making [3],
[4]. The Hall was held by the Diocese and administered by the incumbent curate,
after 1866 by the vicar and churchwardens, and from 1921 through the newly
formed Parochial Church Council. It was a meeting place for the Parish Council and
village organizations and for various kinds of social events, for example in 1921 a
meeting of depositors of the Yorkshire Penny Bank.




It continued as the Infants’ Department of Richard Thornton’s School until about
1900, and as a Sunday School until the Second World War, since when it has served
as a Community Centre.

A Public Meeting in 1952 appointed a Committee to plan fundraising and events for
Coronation celebrations in 1953 and the Village Hall was used for numerous special
events, including a Tramps Ball on Boxing night 1952 with a record attendance. The
BBC TV coverage of Coronation Day 2" June was screened in the Hall and the
Queen’s Speech was relayed there during the evening followed by a dance after the
celebration bonfire on Castle Hill. The photograph shows the Coronation Committee
at a celebration Tea in the Village Hall.




The High Street photograph shows the vicinity of the then Sunday School in the
early 1950’s, before the demolition of Kidd’s Barn opposite to open the route for
Manor Close and the new estate.

In 1954 the Parochial Church Council delegated the management of the Hall to a
subcommittee, including representation of parishioners by co-option. Increasing
costs and need for repairs led to the setting up in 1972 of a subcommittee to
investigate future possibilities.

In 1973 it recommended obtaining a valuation for selling the Hall to the Parish
and an estimate for converting the north aisle of the church. Negotiations
between the Parochial Church Council and the Parish Council to set up a Trust
were made rather fractious because the Secretary of the former coincided with
the Clerk to the latter.

In 1973 the Parochial Church Council agreed the price of £4500 with completion
in 1975; the next year the Conveyance was signed for the Parish by the first four
Trustees and the Village Hall became a Registered Charity in 1977 with further
Trustees elected from village organisations.
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the ene part and FETI R EDHONDSOH of 6 Grata Honth Burten in [onsdale
in Herth Yorkshire MADGE EOBINSON of Meadow Side Burten in Lonedale
aforannid VERA DODESON of fnlleber Farm Burton in Lonpdale aforesald

and WILLIAH MATTOCK HASON of Lowfields Burten in Lonedale aforaanld

{noreinaf tar ealled wihg Trustass' which expresafion sholl whazs +hn
sontoxt 86 ndmits include thelr successors in title) of the othor part

HULEREAS =
(1) The Diggceson Poard 4s selesed in foa pimple 1ln possesalon free from

inoumbranees of the properky hereinafber dosoribad and hno ngreed to sall
the samo to the Trustess at the price of Four thousand Live hundred pounds
{2) The Trustces have requested the DMoseoan Beard te convey the eald
property in manner and wpon the trusts horeluafter appearing

HoW THIS DEED W I T HESSETH of followa i-—
1, The Interprototion Act 1683 applies for thoe interpretation of thla

deed op 1t sppliom fer the tntarprotation of an Aot of Tarlioment

2, Tha Truateca are the trustess of tha Burton in lLenadals Villasgs Hall
(horeinaftor callad 'the Charity"™)

3. In pursushoe of the anld ngrasment and in consideration of the sus of
Faur thownand five hundcoed poundn nov paid by the Truokesn to the Dicocasan
Board (the receipt wharaol the Dtﬁaaunn eearpd horeby acknowladgna)

the Diccoean Moard oa Trustbes ﬁal’le'b:lr' conrey unto the Trustoeeds

ALL THAT plot of land aihuﬂt&.ut th# Junetion of Chapel Lane nnd High
Stroat Burton in Lonsdele aforessid with the piuilding ereated therson or
on @ome part thereof and known as Burton in [onodals Chureh Sunday School
Hell A1l which eald property im fer ldentification purpoaed only @howe

adged red on tho sap or plam pnnaxed herata TO HOLD  the same unto the

frustees in fes nimple upon the trusts snd subjact to the powsrs and

proviaions sot oubt in the Sohedule hareto

4, IT 15 HERBWY OERTIFIED that the tronsnction heroby effected doss noet
form part of a lapger trananctlon or of o serias of tranonctions in respeeh
of which the amount or valws or the aggrognte amount or value of the
connideration orxoeedd FIFTEEN THOUSAND POUIDS

LI WITHESS whereel the said partios herato have hereunto sot thale
reopective hande and oeala the day and year firnt bafors written
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Addendum

Burton in Lonsdale ‘Borctune’ in Domesday and ‘Burtona de Lanesdala’ in Pipe
Rolls of 1130, was the Head Manor for Burton Chase from pre-conquest times,
and it had a market charter from 1306 [5]. It has remains of a motte and bailey,
which is a Scheduled Ancient Monument, in the centre of a Conservation Area
containing 33 listed buildings, including the former Earl of Derby’s Courthouse

[6, 7].
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