Week 4 QDA - narrative analysis. 
‘The purpose is to see how respondents in interviews impose order on the flow of experience to make sense of events and actions in their lives. The methodological approach examines the informant’s story and analyzes how it is put together, the linguistic and cultural resources it draws on, and how it persuades a listener of authenticity. Analysis in narrative studies opens up the forms of telling about experience, not simply the content to which language refers. We ask, why was the story told that way? …Nature and the world do not tell stories, individuals do’ (Riessman, 1993)

a useful book in which Riessman uses three examples of narrative analysis to demonstrate important features of narrative analysis. Ginsberg’s narrative representations of women’s biographies and reproductive experiences is criticised for being strongly controlled by the author, systematically removing ambiguities and differences to construct clear plot lines to convince the reader. Riessman herself demonstrates an approach which uses a broader, structural model of narrative in which poetry as well as story can be included (see especially Riessman 1993, pp.46-47). 
Critical questions for narrative analysis:
Whose stories are told, and whose are listened to? Some experiences are very difficult to narrate… and to listen to. Some are systematically ignored in research literature (children’s, women’s, speakers of languages other than English… etc). 

What kind of listening elicits what kind of stories? It is natural to tell stories: ie. ‘would you describe a time when you weren’t sure what the right thing to do was and you had to decide?’ (Riessman 1993, p. 54). 

How else do we encounter the world, except through stories? We also respond automatically, for example; jump to conclusions based on our assumptions; draw on stereotypes for our arguments, etc. 
Practical questions: 
How much transcription is enough? It should take a considerable effort. Possibilities of rough transcription of a set of interviews, followed by selection of some key parts for detailed transcription. 

How can narrative sections be identified? Sometimes there are entrance and exit markers in the text, such as ‘I’ll give you an example’. 
Validity criteria

Coherence – local, global, themal:  Does the interpretation based on the ordering and construction of the text, fit with the interpretation of the overall goal of the narrator in speaking, and with the dominant themes in the content of the narrative? (Agar and Hobbs, 1982)
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