Assignment guidelines Qualitative Data Analysis EDUC60652

Analysing Qualitative Data (4,000 - 8,000 words): an analysis with commentary, and examples of data analysed as appendices. 

In this assignment you should : 

· Select some data which you consider likely to assist in exploring a research topic or answering a research question 

· Demonstrate the use of some strategies for analysing this, using qualitative approaches 

· Reflect on the process(es) that you adopt, and on issues of validity 

Explanatory notes

The aim is give you an opportunity to apply some of the understandings gained through MS6562 to some data – and the data can be of whatever sort you choose.  Another aim for this work is to help you prepare for your dissertation or further work on your thesis.  If you choose data that relates to your dissertation research you will benefit from this opportunity of initial and on-going (rather than final) analysis. 

From the point of view of the assignment, the data you submit needs to fulfil only one criterion - does it interest, puzzle, intrigue you - does it provide 'food for thought'?  It does not need to be data you have collected 'directly', although it can be, of course. But you should also feel free to analyse a published article as data, look at a series of policy documents, newspaper articles, or videos. In the past students have made a good job of analysing data as diverse as eg. a party political propaganda video; transcript of a focus group interview with children; a biographical interview with a young mother; observations and interviews with English language learners using ICT… 

In the assignment, you should introduce the data, providing sufficient context for your accompanying analysis to make sense.  For those of you uncertain where to start, the following will be helpful:     

You could decide to present your work in the form of a series of analytic memos, each marking different stages or phases in your thinking about the data.  These ways of thinking will change and develop.  Along the way you should refer to relevant methodological literature.  In your memos you could (for example) do any of the following:

· Consider how the data might be coded.  What codes would apply?  Justify your choices.  Describe any dilemmas you experienced as you attempted to code the data.  Can you see any patterns you hadn't seen before now you've coded the data?  Now you've seen patterns, what next?  

· What key words/concepts have become apparent to you?  In what ways could you explore around these words/concepts - using literature/lateral thinking/flip-flop technique etc?  

· What previous research findings seem to apply to your data?  And what findings surprisingly don’t seem to apply to your data?  Again, try to think laterally.    

· With your own data - what can you add by recalling the moments of data collection?  What is missing from the printed word/image?  What do these 'missing' elements suggest in terms of the meaning of the data, or in terms of future data collection in this area?  

· Can you make any claims on the basis of the data, and your analysis of it? What kind of claims are they? On what grounds do you make those claims?  

· What does the data suggest in terms of developing the methodology in this area?  And any impact on sampling decisions?  Ethical considerations?

How you approach the task will obviously depend on the sort of data you choose - the suggestions, above, make most sense in relation to interview data that you have generated.  Think about how to 'transfer' these suggestions in ways that make sense to images, conversations, documents.  Time will be available in the final weeks of the course to talk with you in a small group, about your work as it is proceeding.  
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