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Qualitative Data Analysis EDUC60562 MSc Ed.Res and Ph.D. 2007/8: course outline
· The aim of this course is to facilitate thoughtful consideration of the key decisions and processes involved in the analysis of qualitative data. 

· There are many ways to analyse qualitative data, but also many ways to do it badly – the skill is in knowing what to do when, and how. Skill comes with practice.

· The course involves discussion of examples, and practical engagement in analysis. 
· Weekly sessions will include a group task requiring some preparation beforehand – usually some reading. 
	Week
	Summary 
	Group work

	Week 1
31st Jan
	1. What analytical approach will help me in answering this research question? 

2. How can I increase the validity of the process and findings of the research?  

3. How can I demonstrate the validity of process and findings of the research?
Organising and handling data: filing, backing up, transcription, notes

‘Intro to QDA’ handout
 - RQ  –  Theoretical frameworks  –  Approach to analysis  -
Sanger on analysis and creativity
	‘Introduction to qualitative data analysis’

	Week 2

7th Feb


	- Theoretical sensitivity – RQ – approach to analysis - 
Work through possible analysis for eg. working with support staff
Comparison of methods; teacher and pupil data to read  
	Sanger: analysis and creativity

	Week 3
14th Feb


	Thematic analysis – Main Road maths teachers
Introduction to constant comparative method and Atlas-ti
 Ely et al on experience of analysis / TLRP research briefing
	Data / Sanger

	Week 4
21st Feb


	Documentary Analysis (example and exercise)
Intro to narrative analysis

identifying narratives
	Ely et al: doing analysis

	Week 5

28th Feb
	In CG55…. Discourse analysis 

Narrative analysis


	

	Week 6
6th March
	Documentary analysis
Atlas-ti workshop 1
Please email reflections on the course so far (problems, issues) to Andy;  David Silverman
	University prospectus or similar

	Week 7
13th Mar


	Review and planning – dealing with issues arising, looking ahead to assignments. 
Analysis of / with images

Atlas-ti workshop 2
Flick, Maxwell on validity and other quality issues
	Paper by Silverman

	Week 8
10th April


	Reflecting on validity and reflexivity
Combining qualitative and quantitative approaches
The significance of negative instances
Fairclough on critical discourse analysis,  Beth Cross journal article
	Maxwell

	Week 9
17th April


	An overview of qualitative data analysis

	Article by Beth Cross

	Week 10
24th April


	Assignments in focus

For the last two weeks of the module, you are invited to present some of your data and ongoing analysis for discussion in the session. Email Andy to offer please.  
	

	Week 11
1st May


	 Assignments in focus
	


Andy Howes: andrew.j.howes@manchester.ac.uk
Assessment 

Analysing Qualitative Data (4,000 - 8,000 words): an analysis with commentary, and examples of data in appendices.  In this assignment you should : 

· Select some data which you consider likely to assist in exploring a research topic or answering a research question 

· Demonstrate the use of some strategies for analysing this, using qualitative approaches 

· Reflect on the process(es) that you adopt, and on issues of validity 
Further guidance notes will be provided during the course. 
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