Extract two - why do (some) teachers engage in action research?
	08.11.06. Brief introductory interview with Malcolm H, in his maths classroom. We both stand up throughout. This is the first time I’ve met him. On an impulse, I ask if I can record a quick interview.
	

	The room is filled with colourful objects hanging from the ceiling; graphic and neatly presented displays on the walls. There are lots of labels (‘sphere’, ‘isoceles’). Someone has spent a lot of time making this room look like a place where maths comes to life. Somebody cares about the physical learning environment. 
	Commitment, creativity, caring, aesthetic

	Andy:  Yeah, sorry.  You’re Malcolm.
	

	Malcolm:   Malcolm H, yeah.  Chrissie is the Head of Department but just what we’ve got is Year 10, both intermediate classes but they are CD borderline pupils.  So we are kind of talking the ones with ‘might fail’ and ‘might not’ and what we’ve decided to do is concentrate on all these in those particular groups have been designated as CD borderline boys who are demotivated, etc., etc.  And we’re gonna specifically going to try and adapt what we’re doing and how we’re doing it for demotivated boys who are CD borderline pupils.  So that’s kind of the jist of it.  What we’ve kind of done so far is that we gave all of the pupils, we put together a questionnaire to get a feeling of what they’ve thought about, how they feel at the beginning of the year.  It wasn’t done at the beginning of the year, we did it two weeks before half-term, in fact.  Erm, and we’ve got feedback from them.  They had to produce from this sort of questionnaire, giving them some suggestions of filling it in, how they felt.  I then got…, we did it then with the entire class because they don’t know that they’ve been singled out yet as it were…
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Pupils’ feelings

	Andy:  Are you going to let them know?
	

	Malcolm:  Not yet.  We are treating everybody the same.  We are trying to assess how they cope giving everybody ??? (unclear audio) pressure.  So I did the survey…
	Consideration of ethics
Pupils’ feelings

Systematic research

	Andy:  I think its a maths department thing that you can think of something like that.  Because not every subject can cope with that sort of thing.
	Link subject – research


	Malcolm:  Well, we did.  But then I went through my questionnaires as a whole, and I indicated the words that came up as negative words in so for question 1, question 2, question 3… it was working in, on your own, in pairs, as a group, etc. to see if, perhaps we should include more group work if that’s the side of teaching or learning they prefer.  So I went through all the negative words and the positive words of which there were many, but it was…
	Class grouping
Analysis by counting
Systematic research

Adaptation of teaching

	Andy:  More, in fact.
	

	Malcolm:  More, in fact, but it was definitely that they liked working in groups and pairs and it petered, obviously you can see it’s obviously getting better, so the ones in pencil are my specific cohort but unnamed and obviously the ones I’ve done in red are the ones in the whole group, just to get an impression of the whole group against the cohort.  Which is where we’re up to now to come to the video conference.
	

	Andy:  Great.
	

	Malcolm:  I’m into my kind of mind-friendly learning and Chrissie is as well
	Enthusiasm - mind-friendly

	Andy:  This is your room.
	

	Malcolm:  And hence, this is my room.  So I, the survey happened after I had done various things with them.  We’ve been doing some work on volume and shape and space which I naturally did in a certain way.  Well yeah…
	Adaptation of teaching

	Male 2:  We were making boxes and pouring Coke into them, that sort of thing.
	Adaptation of teaching

	Andy:  Right, right.
	

	Malcolm:  So before the survey, they’d already done a little bit of it so mine might be slightly biased, whereas Chrissie’s…
	Methodological reflection

	Andy:  So is it the two of you that have got these CD borderline classes?
	Clarity

	Male 2: Yeah, we’ve both got… 
	

	Andy:  So you are the only ones involved in that project?
	Size of group

	Malcolm:  Yeah..
	

	Andy:  OK.
	

	Malcolm:  We’re keeping it to a, we’re going to feedback to the ??? (unclear audio) of the results, but that’s where we’re up to at the moment.  The idea is that the both of us would come and …
	Protective

	Andy:  Great.  I mean, I would be thinking how interesting it would be to see, you know, whether the things that you’re finding out during they year…, actually how you might start actually, how the other teachers will start to think.
	Wider involvement

	Malcolm:  Absolutely.  That’s a very on behalf of, but we do see that there would be benefits from …
	

	Andy:  Yeah.  Are you the second in the department, Malcolm?
	

	Malcolm:  No, I’m not.  No, we’ve got two seconds in the department, Jill, who’s sat in there and is second at Key Stage 4, and Sandra who’s sat in there, is second at Key Stage 3.  So we’ve got two seconds in the department.  So that’s kind of where we’re up to.
	

	Andy:  That’s really great.  That’s super.  It’s really nice to know that you’re, you are coming to the ??? (unclear audio) 
	

	Malcolm:  Yeah, yeah, yeah.
	

	Andy:  The other thing that I was coming to, oh, I’ll turn that off.
	


