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Background

Qualitative data analysis does not comprise a set of skills or formulae which can be taught, mastered and applied. Qualitative data analysis is fundamentally associated with interpretation- with ways of thinking about and making meaning from data. This sense-making  process is very personal- the interpretation you make and the conclusion you draw are likely to be different from others working in the same field and will change and develop as you become more experienced, read more widely, make connections more freely. That said, qualitative researchers are also concerned with the development of systematic and rigorous forms of data collection and analysis and with questions of truth. 

The emphasis of the course sessions will be on opportunities to actively engage with different forms of data in order to help you find and develop ways of thinking about that data. In discussion we hope we will be able to relate the meanings we develop to broader social, cultural and political issues. Throughout the course, a reflexive stance to meaning-making will be encouraged and we will visit and revisit issues of validity as we proceed. You will also be introduced to a software package- Atlas-ti which can be used to assist in the organisation and classification of qualitative data.
This course will promote the development of:

· Understanding of procedures of coding and classifying data as one stage in the analysis process.

· Understanding of procedures in the development of grounded theory.
· Understanding of key issues in the analysis of images.

· Understanding of procedures of conversation, documentary and discourse analysis and how to apply these to data.

· The development of deeper knowledge about validity in qualitative research and the capacity to minimize threats to the validity of research processes and outcomes.

· The development of critical reading skills.

· Acquisition of basic skills in the use of Atlas-ti software for qualitative research. 

