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1. Rationale

Following a highly successful session at the reégéxe meeting in San Francisco,
where eight papers were presented to a packedrmediee wish to develop a
focused special issue @eoforumon the cultural meanings and spatial politics of
high-resolution satellite imagery, critically exammg how the burgeoning use of
these data is radically reshaping the ways diftegeoups comprehend space and

place.

High-resolution satellite image data are becomiogdasingly available to a wide
audience. Data that were formerly in the militaoyrdhin, under the control of elite
groups and with uses carefully restricted on grewfdsecurity, are being rapidly
commercialised. Meanwhile technological changewiutionizing the ways in
which civil society are able to deploy these rickl apparently mirror-like images.
Google Earth, and other internet portals offer ultays high-resolution satellite
imagery at unprecedented detail to a global audiémough simple interfaces. The
capabilities and technical beauty of Google Eartlparticular, has garnered
widespread praise and a rapidly growing fan-baseerhis impact, and the diverse
ways in which formerly elite image data are beiegldyed, now is an apposite time
for a considered reflection of the culture and fpediof this process. These themes
speak to recent academic and social concerns baeagmg constructions and
perceptions of scientific knowledge; tensions betwveonfidentiality and freedom of
information; the changing status of visual techgas; the relations between power,
space and representation; everyday and elite peaeind forms of resistance.

Different theoretical approaches may be deployadterogate the significance of



these powerfully affective visual technologies, ardked it can be argued that the
democratisation of satellite image accessibilitiygslf part of a significant

epistemological shift.

The papers and artistic commentaries in this cieieaddress exactly what can be
seen in high-resolution satellite imagery, by cdasng how the seductively
objective view of the world that they representited by Thomas Nagel the ‘view
from nowhere’, is constructed and deployed. Thisanilike viewpoint over territory
is in fact spatially and temporally discontinuotessolution and specifications vary,
and despite apparent democratisation, remain isgh#&ol of powerful social groups.
Image currency and resolution reflect Microsoft &abgle perceptions of market
potential and an ongoing tension between commeawidistrategic interests.
Interfaces encourage a belief in the veracity amtii@acy of the data, and tend to
facilitate site specific searching, but also makstemized comparative overview
quite difficult. A keyhole view of the world predonates. At the same time the
widespread availability of satellite image data, thlease of API scripts, and

interactive capabilities of the new interfaces ptfeprecedented populist access.

In the past imagery was mainly deployed as paratidnal scientific discourse, to
manage environments, plan for disasters, monitat-lesse change, or as evidential
support for planning enforcement. Increasingly, eeer, different social groups are
deploying high-resolution satellite imagery in neays. Actors in the process now
range from mass media, to artistic practitioneolicp makers, educators, and
everyday leisure users. New spatial practicesraerging from this nexus of
technologies, social actors and institutions. feone groups imagery represents an
opportunity to challenge power, by drawing attemtio formerly secret sites and the
previously hidden apparatus of state and militantiol. For others imagery is about
play: deriving pleasure from searching for blackdopters; engaging in virtual
tourism; creatively making their own subversive mags; or part of a wider

aesthetic performance.

This collection draws together practice and thequytaposing different ways of
understanding social and technological changedrdhgly challenges the notion that

high-resolution satellite imagery offers ‘a viewrfonowhere’, demonstrating instead



the many complex ways in which the image operatésiae many different meanings

and practices that emerge from this process.

2. Timescale

1% September 2007: Draft papers submitted to guéstredor evaluation.
1% October 2007: Final papers submitted@oforum

Mid January 2008: Reviewing completed and initetidions made.

May 2008: Submission of revised papers.

3. Contact details

Martin Dodge
m.dodge@manchester.ac.uk

Geography, School of Environment and Development,
University of Manchester,

Oxford Road,

Manchester, M13 9PL,

United Kingdom.

Tel: +44(0)161-275-3622.
Fax: +44(0)161-275-7878.



4. Papers

The following people have indicated their willingiseto contribute full papers to a
special issue abeoforum

1. Seeing nothing from nowhere — Google Earth &edltusion of information

Robert Barr
Geography, School of Environment and Developmentyéfsity of Manchester

Google Earth has transformed the lay person’s waegeographic information by
providing high-resolution (or, more accurately,ighte resolution) imagery of the
entire earth’s surface. While it offers some owelaf street mapping, points of
interest (often linked to Google advertising) aexitorial boundaries, the image
remains just that, an image. As such Google Ehrtratens to undermine this more
sophisticated view of what constitutes a geographject. In Google Earth the
‘objects’ lie in the eye of the beholder, and eabkerver will interpret the image in
different ways. This makes it difficult to attacttréoutes to the map in a meaningful
way, without superimposing a whole new structuregron the image. There is no
straightforward mechanism for handling the histoirgpatial objects — something that
was becoming possible with the more sophisticatagsvef structuring geographical
space into collections of well defined spatial abge There is a danger that by
offering the veneer of sophistication, but an utyileg naive view of the world,
Google Earth will stop the development of a monghssticated, more mature and
ultimately more valuable view, or set of views

2. NGOs as intelligence agencies: The empowernfaivibsociety by commercial
high-resolution satellite imagery

Steven Livingston and Sean Aday
School of Media and Public Affairs, George WashamgtUniversity

In 2002, as the Bush administration strained tovdxzarld attention to Iraq's alleged
WMD programs, the Institute for Science and Inteomal Security (ISIS) in
Washington announced that it had detected two augiecessing facilities in Iran.
They were located following the release of inforimain August 2002 by an Iranian
opposition group called the National Council of R&sce of Iran. Relying on
information provided by this group, ISIS purchagedital Globe satellite images of
the two sites. ISIS’s disclosure forced the Busiadstration to acknowledge the
Iranian program, something it did not want to ddlevit focused attention on

Irag. This and other similar cases will be explaiedlustrate the democratisation of
epistemic power in international affairs. As intgdince agencies have faltered,
commercial high-resolution satellite imagery hasrgjthened NGOs ability to offer
countervailing technical analyses. Commercial retyatensed imagery supplements
the NGO’s more common moralistic rhetoricanfghtwith atechnicalanalyses ois.
This constitutes a major shift in the epistemiabak of power between civil society
and the state. This in turn affects the natureeofi@cratic accountability in foreign
policy. These considerations are explored in thjsep.



3. Beyond Apollo and Adorno: Dionysus and Walternj&min on Google Earth

Paul Kingsbury
Department of Geography, Simon Fraser University

John Paul Jones
Department of Geography and Regional Developmemit/ddsity of Arizona

This paper argues, following Friedrich Nietzsclmattrecent evaluations of Google
Earth uncritically privilege the product’s Apoll@m determinations at the expense of
its Dionysian capacities. In other words, GoogletlEs routinely understood as a
virtual globe composed of surveyed panoramas, satienalization, dystopic control,
and transparent order rather than an uncertaismabgled with vertiginous paranoia,
frenzied navigation, jubilatory dissolution, andoixicating giddiness. We argue that
these interpretations not only risk foreclosing tha&orizations about how Google
Earth is actually used in various ways and diffecamtexts, they also reproduce a
one-dimensional and conservative reading of tedyyalhat can be traced back (at
least) to the writings of Theodor Adorno. By drag/ion the work of Walter

Benjamin (Adorno’s critic and pen pal for more tteadecade) we aim to ‘go beyond
Apollo and Adorno’ by illustrating the extent to iwh Dionysian love makes Google
Earth go round. To do this, we examine Google Eattpot the Black Helicopter”
competitions; the websites “Play Google Earth” &ddle Earth”; and the stories
about how Google Earth revealed two topless suebath the Dutch city of The
Hague, as well as a parked stealth bomber in thertdeof California. We conclude
the paper by asserting that the allure of GooghthEmuch like Nietzsche'’s reading
of Greek tragedy, involves a topological rathentbapositional enlacement of the
God tricks that are Apollo and Dionysus.

4. Placemarks and waterlines: How is the racialitaudscapes of post-Katrina New
Orleans revealed in Google Earth

Michael Crutcher and Matthew Zook
Department of Geography, University of Kentucky

The hurricane Katrina in August 2005 coincided wité roll out of Google Earth and
marks the first extensive use of satellite imadmsryndividuals to spatialize and share
commentary about an ongoing current event. Thetipacemarks drawn by users
on the imagery to spatially annotate comments aNewt Orleans provides a good
example of how online and offline experience arédee: Building upon theories of
code, DigiPlace, critical urban geography and rduds,paper explores who was/is
represented in Google Earth's satellite repregentat New Orleans. We will

explore the placemark and associated bulletin bdisaburse that appear during the
crisis, paying particular attention to representatf place, race and racialized
landscape in satellite imagery. We will also conepie text within online
placemarks to the conditions at the physical locetito which they are attached as
well as eye witness accounts of what transpirecetiditimately, our goal is to
understand the ways in which this spatial annatatiosatellite imagery replicates (or
transcends) the divisions of race, place and thegsare evident in the offline world.



5. Nowhere is everywhere? Towards post-moderniguitbus computing-based
geographic communication

Francis Harvey,
Department of Geography, Leicester University

“There's no there there” quipped Gertrude Steinnngtee was unable to find her
childhood home in Oakland, CA while on lecture touthe United States. This quote
has since evolved to be understood as an indioatbe characterlessness of urban
and suburban areas in United States--a vast nowdgpéendent in mediocrity, cheap
food, and strip malls. Google Earth enters thisis@nd fulfils a deeply rooted desire
to elevate any strip mall, any shopping centre, %060 place car park onto a ethereal
plane of virtuality within the reach of all netwextk citizens--erasing geographical
difference and turning experience into the prooéssale, rotate, click, and zoom
through. Google Earth entices localities that arbé as virtual as any other image of
geography on Google Earth and transcend their filaced constraints. This paper
suggests that the allure of Google Earth is sigaifi in changing the political
economy of local government self-presentation,nbay turn out to have the same
staying power of many past innovative technologs=d to represent local
government in the US, for example, electronic \gtnd interactive local
government television, neighbourhood C-Span. Howekie commercial orientation
of Google Earth products suggests that it may aehesting staying power. By
making the virtual world of online geographic visgation affordable and attractive,
Google Earth affords nowheres everywhere a futlaeepon the screen. Getting
beyond the screen and becoming a 'place’ remanshtdlenge for computationally
based communication.

6. Secret sites and satellite imagery: A possibleersal of the Panopticon?

Martin Dodge and Chris Perkins,
Geography, School of Environment and Developmentyéfsity of Manchester

Governments and other powerful interests depldyrtelogies such as remote sensing
to reveal other peoples secret knowledge and &iteslso strive to keep their own
strategic interests hidden from the panoptic gdézbeoeye in the sky. We will

explore the tensions between the commercialisatidnigh-resolution imagery, the
strategic desire to see everything and the neathintain secrets. We invoke a neo-
Foucauldian model of the panoptic gaze to undedstas practices of military
visuality and use this to assess newly emergirgtsfto resist and subvert
governmental secrecy over military activities anelit sites of operation. Case studies
will illustrate different ways in which military seecy is being questioned, by a
conscious re-purposing of mapping and satelliteggmaas active sites of resistance.
Public policy agendas contrast strongly with mamical critiques, and with site-
specific cataloguing. These new kinds of countepjpinag reveal the importance of a
contextual reading of panoptic visuality, in whitlke image and the gaze are situated
and practiced. They show the extent to which a tleaugh a more focused keyhole,
highlighting particular sites, can emphasise targikeély to be lost in space in the
wider, seamless, and apparently all-knowing woflgartals such as Google Earth.
They also show how panoptical power can be reclaibyethose formerly cast as
subject to its gaze.



7. Digging into Google Earth: Interfacing history

Lisa Parks,
Department of Film and Media Studies, UniversityCaflifornia-Santa Barbara.

The goal of this essay is to develop a seriesiti¢ar questions for engaging with
Google Earth interfaces. It moves from a discuseicthe semiotics of the interface

to analyses of specific uses of Google Earth fondmitarian purposes such as the
intervention in Darfur, the evasion of sectariaplemnce in Iraq, and the search for lost
persons (whether refugees or individuals suchrasGhay). | explore how such uses
of Google Earth build upon the practices of broatloaws agencies by appropriating
satellite imagery to represent world historicalr@gewhile, at the same time, opening
the field of representation in an unprecedentedteayeographically dispersed users
with various vantage points, social backgroundsguiidical interests. The essay
closes with a discussion about the relationshipvéen Google Earth interface and the
writing of history, and explores whether this wgiplacation presents the possibility
of a global historiography that represents and tiggs individual and collective
agencies.

5. Artistic commentaries

In addition to the conventional papers listed abovewould also like to include
several shorter critical commentaries by artistgtianers. These will provide a
provocative visual exploration of the cultural miegs of satellite imagery. They will
mix together visuals and text in a more creatiwhifan than conventional papers,
each comprising around 6 pages and 2,000 wordsllydbese would have a ‘lighter
touch’ reviewing that normal papers.

The following people have indicated their willingiseto contribute commentaries to a
special issue, drawing on their current artistickyvo

¢ Kathryn Yusoff, researcher/artist, Faculty of Sb&8eiences, The Open
University, www.open.ac.uk/socialsciences/stafffpeo
profile.php?staff_id=1778287

¢ Nikolas R. Schiller, independent geospatial arthéashington D.C.,
www.nikolasschiller.com

¢ Laura Kurgan, architect/design theorist, Graduateo8| of Architecture,
Planning and Preservation, Columbia University, W@@k.org



