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UGM is ‘a bit rubbish’

• UGM are impoverished maps. Why would (paleo) 

geographers use them, when we can get better for ‘free’?

• OSM has all the problems of wiki data, partial coverage, 

inconsistent quality, ‘randomness’ of tagging, etc

• ‘Doesn’t map South Bumfeck, Ohio’ (Stevec), will it ever?



Real value in the seeing the 

world through UGM eyes
• UGM projects, like OSM, offer some new potential to 
(paleo)geographers and academic map studies

• They expose the how knowledge production really 
happens

• Shifts our focus onto processes not products

• Revealing authorship, partiality of representations, 
temporality and contested ownership of maps

• These are rich areas for social science research -
open up links to emerging themes across geography 
and STS, in terms of visual culture, embodied 
performance, memories and surveillance, temporal 
rhythms and mobilities, …



October 2008 – 954 messages

Window into knowledge production



Authorship of mapping:
fractures anonymous authority?

Created with ITO!’s OSM Mapper service, 

www.itoworld.com/static/osmmapper





Partiality of representation

explodes myth of map as ‘mirror’?

From a pedagogic point of view is great that OSM is ‘incomplete’



How maps emerge
explodes myth of temporal fixity?

Created with ITO!’s OSM Mapper service, 

www.itoworld.com/static/osmmapper



Mapping differently, 

mapping difference

• human geography does not 

map any more

• creatively explore the 

opportunities of UGM to map 

new stories, emotions & 

feelings, patterns of power 

and change….

e.g. new insights from 

mapping the authorship of 

mapping

(Barnes 2007)




