LELA30922
English Corpus Linguistics
credits:20



Level:3

Pre-requisite:
none. 
Taught during:
Semester 2
Timetable:
Tuesdays at 3pm (A102); Thurs at 10am: weeks 1-5, Roscoe 2.3; week 6 onward 10am or 11am, lab t.b.c.
Description:
The aim of this course is to introduce the field of corpus linguistics in general, and to learn how to use a particular resource – the British National Corpus (BNC).  General issues about the design, collection and analysis of corpus material will be examined. In particular the BNC will be introduced and, in practical sessions, students will learn how to search the corpus using the software tools provided. Students will undertake a corpus-based investigation of some aspect of English language usage, for example distribution of near synonyms, use of particular syntactic constructions or idioms, or comparison of language usage among different subgroups (age, social background, region, etc.). The course will also briefly explore related issues of corpus-based stylistics and computational stylometrics, including forensic applications such as authorship attribution.

Learning outcomes: 

Knowledge and understanding

Students should have a broad overview of the field of corpus linguistics, and an understanding of how the systematic study of language in use can help to develop and test hypotheses about language in general and (British) English in particular. 


Practical skills

Students will be able to use the British National Corpus to research questions of English style and usage. 


Intellectual skills

Students will develop the ability to describe and discuss the extent to which language usage varies and can be tracked with reference to genuine examples.

Transferable skills: Students should develop skills of successful self-directed study and learning in the context of a practical project, with appropriate time-management.
Teaching & Learning Methods: One one-hour lecture and, from weeks 1-5 a second one-hour lecture, thereafter one lab session per week.
Assessment:
A practical project in which students will use the BNC (or other approved corpus material) to investigate some question of English language usage. Project write-up will include relevant background material and results and discussion of a corpus-based analysis.
Convenor:
Prof Harold Somers
Maximum entry:
none
Recommended texts: 

Kennedy, G.D. (1998) An introduction to corpus linguistics. London: Longman.

McEnery, T. & A. Wilson (2001, 2nd ed) Corpus linguistics. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.
Meyer, C. (2002) English corpus Linguistics: An introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Also of interest:

Partington, A. (1998) Patterns and meanings: Using corpora for Englaih language research and teaching. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Thomas, J. & M. Short (eds) (1996) Using corpora for language research. London: Longman.

BArnbrook, G. (1996) Language and computers: A practical introduction to the computer analysis of language. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.
Biber, D., S. Conrad & R. Reppen (1998) Corpus linguistics: Investigating language structure and use. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Garside, R., G. Leech & A. McEnery (1997) Corpus annotation: Linguistic information from computer text corpora. London: Longman. [weeks 2-3]

Oakes, M.P. (1998) Statistics for corpus linguistics. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. [week 4]
Nelson, G., S. Wallis & B. Aarts (2002) Exploring natural language: Working with the British component of the International Corpus of English. Amsterdam, John Benjamins. [see chapters 8 and 9 for ideas for practical work]

Granger, S. (ed.) (1998) Learner English on computer. London: Longman [week 8]

 Syllabus
	Week
	Tues 3pm SamAlex A102
	Thurs 10am Roscoe 2.3

	1. Jan 29/31
	Introduction to syllabus; history of CL
	Uses of corpora in general

	2. Feb 5/7
	Corpus design and compilation
	Corpus annotation - SGML

	3. Feb 12/14
	Lemmatization, tagging 
	Semantic tagging, parsing

	4. Feb 19/21
	Statistics in corpus analysis
	Word lists, concordances, collocation

	5. Feb 26/28
	Studies based on morphemes
	The BNC

	6. Mar 4/6
	Studies based on grammatical structure
	Lab work 10am or 11am

	7. Mar 11/13
	Studies of varieties of English
	

	EASTER BREAK
	

	8. Apr 8/10
	Corpus of learner English
	

	9. Apr 15/17
	Computational stylometrics 
	

	10. Apr 22/24
	Authorship attribution
	

	11. Apr 29/May 1
	Very large corpora
	


